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cannot dispénse with, It is a fact, however, that they did not, and | 
most of the labor saving devices in use have been brought out in the | 
present century, and many of them within a comparatively few years. | 
The illustrations on this page show the designs of some of the letter 
files, cases and cabinets manufactured by Brown & Besly. The } 
system on which they operate dispenses with all of the old, slow, 
tedious and expensive methods of taking care of a large correspond- 
ence, such as folding and indorsing, writing synopses and dates, 
pigeon-holing by months, pasting in books, &e and affords cleanli- 
ness, order, system and economy, making reference so quick and 
easy that the user never trusts anything to memory or chance, but 
always has the original papers before him, and thus avoids vexation, 
misunderstanding and perhaps litigation. It greatly simplifies and 
acilitates filing by names of correspondents; names of places, subject 
matter, dates or numbers. The cabinet letter file is a black walnut 
case, arranged with walnut files, containing any number from six 
upward, with the letters of the alphabet or other matter ona card, 
which is placed under and held in position by a handsome nickel 
plated plate on the front of the file, the whole when arranged making 
a beautiful piece of office furniture. 
The file is an oblong drawer, with a complete and simple device fors 
holding down the contents, the presser piece being flat and fastened 
| so as to siving on a rod extending across the length of the file and 
attached to metal arms on both sides, which are operated by a wire 
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e back of the file entirely out of the way. The 

a step in the bottom and a spring on the 

top, which, once in place, cannot possibly be loosened by any jar or 

otherwise, except by releasing the spring by hand. The index is made 

of an extra quality of manilla paper, having strong cloth stays and 
metal tags attached in such a manner that they do not tear out, each 
index being provided with a metal yoke holding the leaves together, 
and upon which the leaves slide up and down, making it perfectly 
expansible and allowing the leaves to adjust themselves to the number 


of papers placed between them. 
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yoke from the spring, take the contents, yoke and all, and transfer 

them to the filing case, which has the same holding device attached to 

the back, A new index, which has a yoke with it, is then put in and 
_the file is again ready for use. 


